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This year has been both challenging and rewarding for later law students. And so too for the LLSN! As always, the
LLSN has aimed to advocate for a group that are small in numbers, yet substantial in terms of the diversity they
bring to Melbourne Law School and the challenges they face. Like so many at MLS who don’t fit the mould, later
law students are accurately described as a significant minority.
From mature-aged professionals returning to study, to individuals of any age who care for their families, to those
of us who simply value work/study-life balance and want the Juris Doctor to be accessible to all – we are a diverse
bunch!
And so, the LLSN must be inclusive and open not just at the member-base level, but in our advocacy and policy
work too.
In 2018, along with others at MLS, we continued our push for increased access to lecture recordings. This issue
affects all students, some more acutely than others. Those of us who have missed a class because of a cold and
struggled to catch up – we are the all. Those of us who care for children, live regionally, who work to pay rent or
experience chronic and mental illnesses – we are the some. The detriment caused is both broad and targeted,
impacting us all in different ways.
This year also saw a greater awareness of the needs of parents and carers when it comes weekend
assessments. Again, work/study-life balance is important to everyone in study and practice. But for people who
engage in unpaid care and whose family members need us most on weekends, take-home exams can be
crippling. MLS is listening but we must continue to shout.
Consistent with our aims of making the university aware of our humanity, the LLSN continued to help students
become aware of their eligibility for special consideration when experiencing family violence. To this end, with the
amazing support of the LSS, we have produced a brochure outlining the help that is available from the university.
And, with the support of the GSA, UMSU and MLS, we have taken the first steps in getting family violence
explicitly recognised at the university-wide level as well. Watch this space!
On the events side, the LLSN calendar has been busy and vibrant. We ran a Welcome Lunch for first years, an
Orientation Stand, two Welcome Back Lunches, a Later Law-n Bowls event and manned a stand on Open Day.
Highlights for this year were Statelessness: An Evening for MLS Students, and the Wine & Cheese Speed
Networking. Both events were well-attended by highly esteemed professional guests from the Victorian Bar, the
Supreme Court of Victoria judiciary, reputable firms and government. Additionally to MLS' generous funding, it is
the voluntary time and passion of committee members that make such events a reality. For that I am inspired and
grateful.
As I say goodbye to the LLSN Presidency, I reflect on our hard work and the bright future ahead of the student
group. Good luck to all our members and to next year's committee. Forming committees out of such a small
minority group of students can be challenging, but I trust the passion and commitment is there to keep the group
alive going forward.
Clare van Balen, LLSN President 2018

ADVOCACY
FAMILY VIOLENCE RECOGNITION
One of our biggest achievements this year is the
publication of a brochure outlining students' eligibility
to Special Consideration and extensions in situations
of family violence: Family Violence, Extensions and
Special Consideration at Melbourne Law School:
What you Need to Know.
In 2017, an LLSN survey that found 90% of students
at The University of Melbourne did not know family
violence entitled them to Special Consideration. The
2017 committee successfully lobbied Melbourne Law
School to amend the online information it provides to
students to explicitly inform them of their eligibility.
The LLSN is immensely grateful to faculty for
listening to us on this issue, particularly Judith
Marychurch for her unending support.
This year, with a letter of support from MLS, we took
our plight to the GSA and UMSU for improved
information provision university-wide. The GSA and
UMSU are now in the process of improving
information provision for all students at The
University of Melbourne.
In the meantime, MLS students experiencing family
violence can now make themselves aware of their
eligibility for assistance by our brochure or
contacting: law-wellbeing@unimelb.edu.au

ADVOCACY

CLASS RECORDINGS AT MLS

ADVOCACY

An ongoing issue for JD students particularly later law students - is the
current policy which does not allow
students access to recordings of their
seminars. The LLSN has spoken up
against this policy for some time and
this year was no different.
Earlier this year, we conducted an
online survey of students at MLS to
gauge their opinions and experiences
of not having access to class
recordings. Our survey received 134
responses, including later and nonlater law students alike. Our key
findings, available in a report circulated
to faculty and the student cohort,
illuminate the detriment caused to
students by restricting access to
recordings. You can read the full report
on our
website: https://www.laterlaw.com/

A report by Anastasia Scarfo, Wellbeing
Officer and Clare van Balen, President

In 2018, parents at MLS still struggle with
special consideration and access to lecture
recordings. Several initiatives have been
implemented to alleviate certain difficulties,
such as more lenient extensions for takehome assessments, and overall there has
been increased awareness of the challenges
facing parents. The LLSN is proud to have
been at the forefront of great advocacy work
which led to these changes and we are
grateful to MLS for being responsive to our
needs.
Notably, the LLSN developed a position
statement on unsupervised assessments and
submitted this to faculty to highlight to impact
of weekend assessments on work life
balance. Together with work done by
previous LLSN committees – including
consultations in 2017 regarding the
administration of the MLS Class Gift
Childcare Bursary facilitated by the LLSN to
parents who needed childcare
reimbursements during weekend
assessments and the LLSN survey in 2016
which highlighted the negative effects of
take-home assessments, the 2018 position
statement sent a clear message to MLS
about how such assessments affect students.

PARENTS AT MLS

PARENTS AT MLS
CONTINUED
As a result of LLSN advocacy over the years, MLS
announced amendments to extension eligibility for
weekend take-home examinations in April 2018.
The JD newsletter attributed the changes to the
report of a MLS Working Group on Take Home
Examinations in the JD following concerns raised
by the Later Law Students Network (LLSN) and the
Melbourne University Law Students Society
(MULSS). Now parents and carers can be eligible
for more than the normal 24-hour extension.
As for class recordings, this year the LLSN
conducted a survey of JD students to ascertain
their experiences and opinions of the current
policy. The subsequent report was circulated
among the student cohort, faculty and MULSS, and
explicitly highlighted the impact on later students. It
goes without saying that parents are acutely
affected. The survey’s key findings are yet another
example of LLSN advocacy, and we hope MLS will
take our findings into account.
Nonetheless, parents in the JD still face significant
challenges. Although the existing special
consideration policy lists carer responsibilities as
potential grounds for special consideration,
multiple parents with very young kids have
nonetheless been denied special consideration on
the basis of their marital status and lack of severe
health issues in their children. It is our
understanding that there are no official guidelines
or other internal policies which set out transparent

and consistent criterion for parents. Thus,
special consideration decisions are often
arbitrary and unfair. This practice has
especially detrimental effect on women
whose carer responsibilities are being
undervalued and the difficulties they face
ignored.
As for lecture recordings, there has to
date been no substantive movement on
the policy. While the 10-day requirement
has been relaxed from consecutive to
cumulative, LLSN still believes this policy
is excessive. Furthermore, administrative
issues arise in regards to lecture
recordings with parents and carers having
to re-apply for access and submit
paperwork every semester despite a clear
understanding that carer/parenting
responsibilities are not a temporary issue
and permanent access should be granted.

EVENTS
SEMESTER 1 & 2 WELCOME
BACK LUNCHES
Several LLSN committee members welcomed
the incoming JD class and returning friends, for
what would be the last time on the lawn.
Everyone was feeling fresh and perhaps
daunted, at the start of the year.
The LLSN committee might have underestimated the growing interest in MLS students
curious about the Later Law Student Network.
The Semester 2 Welcome Back Lunch was
held on Level 2, as the park space renovation
was well underway. Although very glad to see
so many faces, there was unfortunately not
enough pizza for everyone. The committee
took note: when in doubt, get more pizza.

WINE & CHEESE SPEED
NETWORKING
A report by Xu Zhang, LLSN Third Year
Representative
I had the pleasure of inviting numerous legal
professionals from the Victorian
Bar, Maddocks, Gadens and Corrs to this
year's Wine & Cheese Speed Networking
Night. Most of the event's professional
guests shared similar experiences to a
members of the LLSN.
This event was a great opportunity for MLS
students to develop a better understanding
about how to build up their professional
networks.
The guests who attended the event also
gave us some great feedback regarding to
the event, and confirmed their continuous
support to LLSN.

STATELESSNESS: AN EVENING FOR MLS STUDENTS
A report by Sverre Gunnerson, Treasurer
and Statelessness Event Coordinator
This year the LLSN replaced its annual
Pub Networking event with an event
designed to inform the student population
on the difficulties faced by those who are
stateless individuals who are not
considered nationals by any nation,
resulting in extreme vulnerability with
increased difficulty in accessing medical
care, employment, education for
themselves and their children, travel, or get married. Stateless people are often detained,
and in some jurisdictions (like Australia) may be subject to indefinite detention.
To that end, Peter McMullin of the Peter McMulling Centre on Statelessness presented to
the student population, and engaged in discussion with our special guests: Hon Justice
Digby (Supreme Court of Victoria), Katy Milne (Allens), Jane Doyle (Advocacy Legal) and
Li Victor (FCA Australia). The event sold (though the tickets were
free) 59 tickets, and by all reports was a successful evening which effectively
communicated an important message.
However, only 15 of the tickets were taken up by LLSN members (despite having
specially reserved tickets for them). While it was beneficial to engage with a broader
audience of non-LLSN JD students, Masters Students, and a few members of the LIV
Later Law Network (and it should be noted that the event would not have been a success
without them), it was concerning to have so little engagement with the 227 LLSN
members invited by email (opened by 113), reminded (opened by 34), and through the
event on the LLSN Facebook page (109 interested, including non-LLSN members). If the
event is run again, it may be worth organising it as a sit-down dinner with 2-3 special
guests, for LLSN students only, budgeted for only 10-15 members.
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