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This year, the Later Law Students Network has been a bit less visible at Melbourne Law
School than we have been in recent years. We ran fewer events, and did not initiate new
campaigns.
In the background, we have been thinking about the future of LLSN and what we hope to
achieve in the years to come. We have maintained a presence on the Student Equality and
Wellbeing Committee, and have also joined the Student Group Representative Committee.
Collaborating with other student groups is not only important, but has made clear that the
larger representative groups at MLS share many of our priorities and are supportive of our
ideas.
We have also forged a solid relationship with the Law Institute of Victoria, by way of our
participation on the Later Lawyers Network, a Young Lawyers Committee. This is an
exciting and long-anticipated development for us, as we have been looking for ways to
reach out to the wider community of Later Lawyers and Students for some time.
Our social event in semester 2 was a celebration of those new friendships, as the first joint
event with the Later Lawyers Network. We were also very proud to showcase Anastasia
Tarasova and Eva Caroll's award-winning Domestic Violence chatbot from the Law Tech
pop-up workshop series!
LLSN has also had a little brand refresh, to see us into a new decade in 2020. Many
thanks to all our friends who have given their time and graphic design skills.
It is now time to close out 2019. Best of luck to our graduating members—keep in touch!
Samantha Marks, LLSN President 2019

ADVOCACY
REPRESENTATION AT MLS

Following on the work of the 2018 LLSN Committee,
we are pleased to see that Family Violence has
finally been made explicit as one of many potential
Unexpected Circumstances making students eligible
for Special Consideration on the MLS website.
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/students/academicsupport-and-wellbeing/wellbeing/procedures#specialcon-unexp-jd-breadth
A significant change to the MLS Lecture Recording
policy was announced in early 2019. Students who
do not have access to all lecture recordings may now
apply for ad-hoc access if they need to miss lectures
on 5 days within a two-week period, where it was
previously 10 days. This may not be enough for
some students, and we note the requirements are
still very difficult for some students to meet. But it's
definitely a step in the right direction!
Our work, and the work of other student
representative groups, in 2018 and 2017 were not
acknowledged as having had an impact on that
decision, but we are confident our voices were heard
and considered in the process.
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As part of our ongoing representation
on the Student Equality and Wellbeing
Committee (SEWC) input from LLSN
Wellbeing Director, Anastasia
Tarasova, has culminated in what we
hope is a useful resource for JD
students who are parents and carers.
Information about special
accommodations that can be made on
a case-by-case basis for JD parents
and carers is now available on the
LMS, in the the JD Community section.
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As part of the Student Group Representative Council (SGRC) in 2019, LLSN
became part of the conversation with MLS, among the other major student
representative groups:
Global Law Students Association (GLSA)
Graduate Researchers Association (GRA)
Law Students' Society (MULSS)
Public Interest Law Network (PILN)
Melbourne China Law Society (MCLS)
Melbourne Journal of International Law (MJIL)
Melbourne University Law Review (MULR)
Melbourne Law Masters Student Association (MLMSA)
Science and Technology Law Association (SATLA)
Victorian Environmental Law Students Network (VELSN)
This will be a key forum for future collaboration with other JD and MLM students,
and we look forward to seeing everyone in 2020.

EVENTS
INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS Q&A
This year's JD intake was the largest to date, at 380 new first-year students.
There were plenty of Later Lawyers in the new cohort, and we spoke to as
many as we could! We were thrilled to to meet so many parents, international
students and mature-aged students among the class of 2019.
LLSN participated in Orientation, during the Legal Labyrinth activity, and
hosted lunch on Day 2. Many of our new friends found first year as
overwhelming as we did, so congratulations to everyone—you nailed it.

In Semester 1, we trialed a new and more intimate style of gathering for
Later Law Students at MLS, following the success of past 'Speed
Networking' events.
This year, we held a round-table for students and practitioners to speak
candidly about their experiences, busting up our assumptions and making
new connections. This was our first 'Chatham House Rules' event, but not
the last! Special thanks to our dear friends from JobWatch, the Legal
Services Board, and Allens for a lively conversation!

EVENTS
LIV & LLSN DINNER

In Semester 2, LLSN held its first joint event with the LIV Later Lawyers
Network, at the Woodward Centre for a relaxed evening with an
incredible view of the city.
We sent out invitations, and kept attendance to 25 this time, with about
60% MLS students and 40% LIV Member attendees, many of whom were
students at other institutions.
John Stack, the 2019 and continuing Later Lawyers Network Chair,
addressed the group with some exciting news for 2020, and we hope to
get involved with those important upcoming initiatives.
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